
Friends of Plaza Pool, February 9, 2010, 5pm

Next meeting Tuesday March 9, 5 PM D105

PRESENT: Mark Kinney, Clint Bohlen, Kathy Mayo, Nancy Lamp, Vince Call, Bill Estlack, Doug Kane, Kristin Berles, Jan Kane

People present were introduced.  There were no  minutes from last meeting to approve.

Vince reported that the Plaza Pool  has used some grant funds from the CFNEM since 2006 and we now have the grant apps for future use. Grants have been used to fund RSS (Ready Set Swim).   We discussed the various CFNEM funds and their application forms.  Once we have a firm estimate on projects we can decide on what we want to support.  We discussed the energy audit and the pool cover as possible projects to fund.  

League of Women Voters is sponsoring a forum on the pool on February 25th at 7pm at the Library.  Would be nice for the Friends of PP group to help generate some interest.  Make sure the general public knows about the event.  Florence Stibitz representing the League of Women Voters, wants a donation to put it on the TV.  Should we donate to assist with taping the event for $250.  It could be run several time.  Vince makes a motion that we support the effort with $50 toward the taping if they reach the $250 needed.  PASSED.

Millage update.  Bill reported that Brandy has been contacting various sports entities to assess who is interested in cooperating on pursuing a millage.  Bill mentioned that the veterans group is attempting to put a millage on the ballot to support the county veteran support personnel’s salary which is reportedly to being cut.  The county will be meeting with the school finance people to work on getting a graduated reduction from the schools to see if they could diminish their support over three years.  

Every person Bill has talked to has said that they believe the millage for youth recreation is what this community needs to do.  If we can go to the Seniors who support the Plaza Pool with some of their millage funds, and say we can give them some this back if we succeed in passing a new millage, perhaps we could gain their support.  

We discussed the shape of a millage, and how the millage needs to be sure to account for both use costs and longer term expenses for replacement of equipment.  There was support for the notion that any millage cast a net including recreation in more ways than the pool.  Bill asks us to talk up to our friends and find out what they think about the possibility of seeking a millage for youth recreation including Plaza Pool.  What kinds of deadlines for a millage exist?  We have to form an election committee and file paperwork for a May deadline for the August election.

TBOWS Clint has checked with other open water swims and he is asking whether we want  to do a 6th annual?  We had 26 last year.  It is lots of work and it does not cost very much to do.  The 4th of July date looks good to us. We’ll give it a try.  Let’s use it as a fund raising event.  Vince,  Kathy, and Doug all volunteered to help Clint.  

Possible capital fund raising projects are a pool mechanical energy audit and pool cover.  Estimates provided indicate an energy audit to cost $750 and a pool cover, including apparatus to mount it to the wall for easy application to be about $10,000.

Mark made a motion to support an energy audit for $750.  Clint seconded it.  PASSED.  Mark will work with Brandy on getting the funding to the appropriate place.

Last week Clint distributed the by-laws.   He directed our attention to the 5 standing committees.  He pointed out that the Secretary chairs the communications and public relations committee, and the treasurer chairs the finance committee.  Vince, Kathy, Clint,  Kristin Berles, are willing to assist the Secretary on the communication and PR committee.  
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Mark Kinney then led the way to the open space to show several attendees the new website at www.plazapoolfriends.org and to gather their ideas for the future.  Several of them mentioned they are on Facebook, so perhaps we need to develop a Facebook page as well.

NOTES: 

** Bill mentioned how important it is to get news out to radio and TV stations.  He mentioned, if Mark heard it correctly, that ATZ focuses on on 35-54 year olds??  

** Kathy Mayo mentioned she is working on an April 3rd pool rental fund raiser for the Leukemia foundation.  Bill suggested that FPP might be helpful and support the fund raiser with radio and TV ads.  

** It was asked if we had considered seeking a grant from the Besser foundation?

Minutes taken by Mark Kinney, interim Secretary
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